Hyperreactivity to myelin basic protein in multiple sclerosis.
Multiple sclerosis patients, control patients with other neurological diseases, and normal volunteers were assayed in a short-term 51chromium release assay for cell-mediated cytotoxicity against lymphocyte targets coated with myelin basic protein. Multiple sclerosis patients, compared to the other two groups, were hyperreactive to myelin basic protein, both before and after in vitro boost with additional myelin basic protein. The boost served to augment the difference between multiple sclerosis patients and controls.